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CVRSE. OF SACRILEDGE. 


PREACHED IN A PRIVATE PA- 
riſk Church, the Sunday before 
Michaelmas laſt. 


TO WHICH CARE ANNEXED 
ſome certaine Quere's which are pertinent 
#0 the unmasking of our homebred 
Charch- Robbers. 


ACTS 4. 20.& 2Ies 


Whether it be right,in the ſight of God', to harken vn- 
to you more theri vnto God, tudge yee ; for we cannot 
but ſpeake the things which we haue ſeene and heard. 


AT OXFORD, 


Printeaby Toun LiCnris a v, Printer 
ro that famons Univerſitie, 1630, 


READER; 


ZY againſt Sacriledge , is the flouriſhing e- 
IO L, 

. ZZ wealrh, and that by diverſion of thoſe 
Indements which by the perſpectiue of the word, 1 aeſ- 
cr y approaching towards vs,nleſſe anon plus vitra bee 


YL % 9, 


ſet to this till preaaing Leaprofie, Meruaile not how 


I dare magntate thus freely ſpedke in a poynt that tren- 
ches ſo farre on the vtile and iucundum of thouſands, 


and ſome of theſe too Grandies, For 1 am confident hee 


#5 no. Legitimate Prieſt, who ts afraid #0 thwart any 


finne , -though neuer. ſo much backt and wpheld by an 


arme of fleſh;1f ſinners hane browes of braſie, Gods Am- 
ba//adors mnſt not haue hearts captiuated with. feare 
& baſhſullnes.IftheLaities hangs be fr audulently buſi- 


cd in ſnatchng and filching , oy tongues muſt not bee + 


lockt wp from ſharp and zcalowd reproning . It # the 


Character of a wiſe man tg bee free tn Rebukes , when. 


wice i5 bold ana daring . For myne owne part 1defire 
20 longer t0 line then I dare reſo!utly ſay with Gregos« 
ry th: great, Incaufa in qua Deo placerecupio,homi-. 
nes non formido, As 7 acknowledge myne owne ina- 
bilities,ſo withall remember that one of the lnfantery 
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wo, CALL heaven to witneſie , theprime 
raarke I ayme at by this my aeclamation 


ſtate of” this Church and Common- 


VS - CE re ER 


3.16.4 dr d8- 
flrina Chr. 
fi C1Þp,10, 


may doe acceptable ſernice in the field, a well as one of 
the Cauagliery, An ordinary Pur ſinat delgner the com 
mand of a King,as well as a Herald at Armes; That a 
musket may {ct a Cannon a m_m—_ . That their paznes 
was 4 requiſite for the Temple who brought but Aones 
and Cement,as therrs who brought Gold and rich orna- 
ments It the Lirds method to bring great things to 
paſe by ſmall beginnings,to ordaine ſirens th out of the 
mouthes of babes aud ſucklings, Andif like little deſh1- 
{cd Dauid 7 ſhall nor conquer this vat Goliah, yer if 7 
ſhall pat the worthies of Tiraell into Armes who are 
likely ro winne the day, 1ſhall deeme my ſelfe ſo happy, 
as tO'cyy out with him, ite triumphales circum mea 
tempora lauri, Nor mayeft thou deeme this onvermach 
preſumption, when as vidtory ts rienetr wholly aſcribed 
to him who Strikes the laſt ſiroke , but they who gaue 
the firit or ſecond onſct., may clayme a leafe or two in 
the triumphant Laurdll, 2na all bee it 1ſutſcribe to 
hin; who {ayes hee fees no reaſon that foe high a Prin- 
ces as Dininity ſhould bee preſented to the people in the 
ſordid ragpes of the torgue, Nor that hee who ſpeakes 
from the father of languages ſhould deliner his Embaf: 


f1ge inan ill one,Yet haue ] in tht my Sermon fcllewed 


beth the counſaile of bleſſed Auſtine when hee ayes, 
cur docet; vitabit c mnia veiba quz non docent, He 
who' teachith mu5t banke all thife wor ds whichteach 
nor His reaſon  , quid cvim prodelt locutionis inte- 
gritas, quam non ſequitur irtelleus audientis, Ls 
alfo that of tearn:d Toftatusteretur DoRor illo m0- 
do docere, quo fentiat diſcipulis vtile eſſe, THTeacher 
muſt wfe that meth:d by wiich hee may moſt profit 

ONE thoſe 


thoſe who are learuers And that btcanſe ( ſaith hee) 
docerenon eſt propter docentem, fed proprer cos quit Commenz: is 
docentur, Teaching hath jor its obzedt the hearers and 3 a 
n9t the [peaker himſelfe . 1fthou aske mee why [crane | £ ay, = 
»3t th: protedtion of ſome powerfull Moecenas , know Mau en. 
firit, that as it # held a folly to haus recourſe by our 
praiers to the Saintts tn heauen when the way lyes 0. 
pen t9 Chriit himefe, ſo 1 take it to bee needleſſe to pe- 
tition for mans countenancing of that which 1 am 
well aſſured the Allmighty God accepts of as a ſweet - 
ſmclling Sacrifice offered wp from the Altar of a wel- 
aiſpoſea heart, As alſo I am of opinion, 1may,as fitly as 
ener Diogenes, /zght a Candle at noone day,and goe wp 
and downe with a hominem quzro as being ignorant 
where to meet with a man, which ſome way or 0they 
falls not vnder the curſe of my text, who either by en- 
t01in? impropriated tithes , or by pleading vninſt Cu- 
? tomes, makes not aſheepe of this or that ſhepheard by 
witharawing from him part of his annual accrewing 
fleece, Now for a farewell let mee entreat thee to weigh 
| and examine theſe enſuing lines without preiudice, (0 
thall 1 hope at length to reap ſome part of the large crop 
of my acfire, | 


Thine intherough and craggy 
way to blifle E. B. 
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MALACHTE 2. 9. 


Yeeare curſed with a curſe, for yee hawe robbea me 
even this whole Nation. 


< N this Chapter we meete with 
> an Aſſzeheld , wherein God is 
> the Iudge.the parties arraigned 
K- arethe men of Judah and Ben- 
2X ianin,the offence Sactiledge or 
A—— > ' theft ofholy things, the witneſ- 
k®F# les both their owne conſCiences 

though ſtrumper like,they dente 
it with their tongues, as alſo the too too viſibleneg- 
le& of the Lords ſervice in the Przeſs and Lewztes, 
and that through wantof maintenance, andlaſily the 
ſentence of condemnation which lies in the words 
of the text, Tee are curſed with a curſe, In which ſen- 
gence you may fitly take notice ofthele diſtin parts; 

Firſt of a Curſe inflited , maledicendo maledi?s, 

gee are curſed with acurſe. 

Secondly of the parties on whome the care lights, 
and theſelie in the vos, Tee, andthele yee, are the 
tribe of 7udeh. 

A Thirdly 


(2) 

Thirdly of the reaſon of this ew/# , quia ſpolieſtis 
me, for yee haue robbed me. 

Laſtly ofthe vniverſality of this ſinne , gexs omnis 
ipſa, even the whole Nation, oteach of which, inits 
order.as God ſhall enable and the time permit, 

Before we can well knowethe guzd,what it is to be 
curſed , wee mult firſt find out the gzrs, who it is that 
curſeth . Now both Godand man are ſaid to curſe, 
Man cn/eswhen hee prayes or wiſhes tor any ill ro 
befall him with whom hee is offended, whoſe cur/cs 
haue no neceſſitating power of cauſing and inducceing 
the evillwhich he withes and prayes for, but may fall 
out to bee but as Arrowes ſhote againſt a ſtone wail 
which ſends them back vpon- him that ſhote them. 
As for God;hee curſes other wile,his cur/e is an actu« 
all infli&ing of ſome ſmarting punniſhmene the force 
of which none can refiſt , it.hitts and miſſes not, as 
ſooneas it isdecreed, As Gods vereaicere his bleſſing 
of a man isno verballthing,no contingent future ac, 
buta preſent conferring of ſome good; So this wale- 
arcere, his cuy ſing, is not a bare ſpeaking ill of a man, 
though it ſounds no more in grammer,but itisa true 
reall inflicting of ſomthing ill to fleſh and bloud; So 
thathere when the Prophet tells 7udath they are car - 
{ed, weeareto vnderſtand ſome preſent calamiry laid 
onehemby the Lord; Namely, that of pale-cheeked 
and cleane-tecthr famine, for ſothe -vulgar renders 
the originall,z2 penurts meledidtt eftis, yeeare curſed 
withipenury and want:, Thereafon of which tranſk- 
tionis becauſeas bleſſing imports multiplication.and 
encrca(e, ſo malidictionimplyes diminution and de. 

ſe, 
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fe, to which as afurther Commentary, may be ad-_ 
ded, that curſe which God laid on Cain , maledz7e: 
es atcrrathou art curſed from the earth, even by ice- 
ling a want of that fruite, which otherwiſe the earth 
would have yeeldedthee ; Where, by the way, you 
may take notice of this Concluſion, A want of neceſ- 
ſaries,celpecially thoſe prime neceflaries,food and ray- 
ment is a heauy curſe.ButI paſſe this,and come to the 
examining of the reaſon why God tells the men of 
Tudah,they are curſed , A man would thinke the pre- 
fentwant vnder which the'groned , was ſufficient to 
make them apprehenſiue of a Curſe; why then doth 
Cod in dire words tell them they are curſed? 
Two reaſons may bee rendred of it, 

One is that thereby they might bee pur in minde 
thathe had a hand in their miſery,that it came not by 
yncertaine chance and peradventure, bur by his ſetled 
determinate will and pleaſure, that it came fo from 
him, as without him they had ſtill ſwomme ina full 
ſea of plenty , without feeling the leaſt ebbe of ſcar- 
City : | 
The other,and it is the chicfeſt, is,that they beceing 
intallidly affured they were puniſhed by himfor their 
Sacriledge , they might be ſtirred vp ſo to hate that 
(tone, as to abandon it for the timeto come, yea ſo 
ro detelt it as to deale by every the leaſt thought of 
committing it hereafter, what God commanded to 
bee done to the Children of the Caraanites, evento 
deſtroy all not to ſpeare an infant, the leaſt tempting 
ehought vnto it. O altitudinem miſericordiarum 
Dez, O the fathomleſle depth of the mercies of God 
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4) 
ro finnfull man ! what Rhetorique doth hee vſe to call 
him backe from finning, that ſo he may ceaſe from 
ſmiting ? what inexpreſſable art doth hee ſhow to 
make him ſenfible of the danger hee is in , how hecis | 
environed with troopes of curſes, Curſes ior his bodie 
curſes for his eltate', and curſes (which is wortt of all} 
for his ſoule, and thoſe too , nor to bee ſhunned or a- 
voided,by any other meanes (which can poſſibly fall, 
within the ſphere of his aQtiuirie) but only by a hearr 
breaking and renting amendment. 

Why then are wee the Ambaſſedors of Chri/? 7e- 
fee, men ſent for the ſalvation of your foules, if you 
will practically heare and receiue our arrands, why (I 
{ay)are we blamed, why thought hardlie of, yea blaſ- 
phemed, as if wee ſpeake from privatefpirits, when 
wee tell you, that as yourſinnes bee the ſame with 
Indahs, {o your puniſhments in all likelihood will bee 
the ſame , Thatas you ſtik notto robb God an his 
Prieſts with them , and that with a like impudent 
browe of deniall, fo you are already,& will hereafter 
more bee curſed , it you continue that your theft 
For ſhame make not good that proverbe Plaine 
aealing # 4 Jewell, but hee that ſeth it ſhall die a ber- 
ger , I have often dealt plainly with you in many 
things which are amifſe amongſt you. but chiefly in 
that wherein youare growne old and rooted, I meane 
your theftby pleading vaiuſt cuſtomes in fatiffation 
of tithes; O doe not (I beſeech you) make meeto die 
a begger , by gaining few or none of your ſoules, ro 
the embraceing and kiſſing of theſe faire Ladies Truth 

and Equitic I faite Begger , For truly the winning of 
: your 
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your hearts from thatbewitching Szyem of Secri/edge 
is the riches I moſt deſire, full baggs and lardge 
yard-lands ſhall not ſo much glad mee, as your 
growth 12 grace; Vurill che time then I ſhall gather 
from you,(who are now allmolt dead trees,the livelic 
\weete fruits of amendment: bee not difpleafed atmy 

lopping & pruning of you by ſharpe and keene re- 

proofes, aslong as your mouthes are accuſtomed to 
plead for cuſtomes, and your hearts ſecretiie to ſay, 
O bleſſed Cuſtomes becauſe fillers of our purſes , fo 
long expec:I follow the never-erring ſftepps ofmy 
Maker in proclaiming ludgments againſt you for ſo 
doing , ſaying vnto you in the words of my text, yes 
are curſed with acurſe, 

Even yee; which is my ſecond circumſtance, yee; 
who are a*choſen generation, a Roiall Prieſthood , a 
peculiar people, from whence this obſervation will 
nacurallie ariſe . 

 Nooutward temporall fayour or prerogative can 
priviledge orprotect a Sinner from the puniſhing 
hand of God, you lee the ( ee) inthe Textlyeopen 
toa curſe, though chey were ofthe noble ſtock of 
Lraham, thongh Lords of a land flowed with 
milk and honie, a land which was as the diamond in 
the ring , as the Applein the eye, and as the heart in 
the bodie ofthe world, Aland fo full of goodly men, 
as if the clouds had ſhowred them downe ; It is a true 
ſaying, Noxacaput/equitar, puniſhmentsare to fin- - 
ners hat ſhaddowes are to bodies, As there isno - 
bodie without it's ſhadowe, fo is thereno vnrepen- 
zant ſinner without ſome puniſhment or other wat- 
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tin7 on him, 
7he Carthaginians þ.tit0 Rome was not fo ſurclie 
earaiied on their Chiidren, as whipps arc onttant 
AL ors; 

Tile are twynnes, onfollowing the other at tie 
hecles, yea wo maine linkes in the ſure chaine 0! 
Gods providence;The Poct could ſay, 

Raro antecedentem ſceleftum 
Deſervit pede penaclauas: 

Which IEnegliſh in theſe words of God to Cat: 
inthe 4* of Gezeſs,it thou doeſt not well, {inne licth 
at the dore ; whereby ſinne is by the figure Hetalep- 
fin, meant the puniſhment of (mne , Y64 peccaturn ibs 
procella where fin is,there will be a puniſhing ſtorme, 
a Sea of Iniquitic will ſurelic drawe after it a hell of 
corments; Vengance is a doge, which lies ever readic 
when leaue ſhalbee given him,to takea Sinner by the 
throate , and though this dog bee for a time muſled 
and layed aſleepe, through Gods long ſuffering pati- 
ence yet ſhall chis Cerberws at length bee let looſe vp» 
on willtull ſinners; Puniſhments are as bailiffs,or as 
Scriants, ever readicat Gods commaund to ſeaze 
on his Debters, Sinners; And though ſome bad Li- 
vers doe for many yearcs together,through the leng- 

long conniviug mercie of God, eſcape their Arreſts, 
yet queſtionles they will at length lay hands on them, 
yea at laſt there ſhall bee no place of ſanQuarie, no 
priviledge or proteCtion to bee obtained, Gods re- 
vengfull hand will not be kept out of a caſtle of braſſe, 
theſca is not ſo deepe but vengeance can fathome it, 
nor ehc world ſo wide but Tudgment can quickly fur- 
round 
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round and compaſſe it. Qnod drfertur now aufertur, 
Delayes are not exemptions, a Reprivall and a Par- 
don are two things, Gods mercifull expeQation is 
not a perpetuall protection; Though God created the 
Angels with {o great care and loue, as to make them 
allmoſt Gods, by the manifold perfeQions they were 
enJued withall ,yet when they ſtaned againſt him, 
there was nothing could faue them from the heavie 
ſtroke of his wrath: Though God crowned had Adam 
with manie rare blefſings,as namelie, 

Firſt with a happieplace of abode, Paradz/e. 

Secondly with a ſweete Companion aud readie 
help cr Eue; 

Thirdlie wich zprincelie power and aithoritic 
over all other Creatures, yet loe when hee negles 
his Makers Command, nothing is of force to prote& 
him fro che curſe of a mortem moriers,thou ſhalt dic 
the death,whar did cver cither beautie, witt,orpolicy, 
or large and full barnes, orthe loud wide applauic 
of the people, ſauea S:»nzy {rom the wihp of Di- 
vine Tuſtice 5 The vnnaturally ambitious £/o/0r 
the tre3cheroutlle politique Achrtophel, the vngrate- 
{u!l perplexed rich man, togcather with the vaineglo- 
cious ſelle Deifying Herodthe king, canand will tell 
you,Nay;Tremble then,O thou man whoſoever thou 
art, thougha darling of fortune , if thy conſcience 
once tels rhee rhou haſt any ſinne lying hid iathy 
heart , as that Babiloniſh garment and wedg of g »d 
did in _Lchexs tent, tremble I ſay, for feare of forme 
jadgment which may ſpeedily ſeaze on thee for ir. 
Knowetbere isahand-writing gone out againſt thee, 
as 
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25 there was apainſt Baltaſar, to blott out which,thou 
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batno otherway or meanes:then ro ſhed the bitter 
arp teares of a repentant heart 3 Theſe indeed, 
chough thy judgment were written in ſtcele or braſſe, 
may cate and weare it out , Knowe thou halt ſeveral! 
curſes following , and dogging thee at the heeles, 
from which thou can'{t not bee delivered but by de- 
liveriog thy ſelfe from thy finne , renounce that , and 
all curſes ſhall forſake thee. As when the bodie dies, 
the ſhadow vaniſhes ſo when the cauſc is removed, 
theeffect ceaſes , what did not //raclis ſinne take from 
her thoſe titles of high honor , A”-mzand Ruhama, 
my people, and the obiect of mercie, and left her in- 
ſtced thereof, onlie thoſe of diſgrace feare and hoyror, 
Loammi and Loruhama,not my people,and not wor- 
thie ofa looke of mercie;Did not ſinne chriſton her a 
new, asit were by theſe names of miſerie MIMWH 
mAaY /orſaken and deſolate, who formerlic was 
called Hephzebah Gods delight, and Beulah his wed- 
dedland , Z/aythe 62. verſ. 4*h yea might ſhee not o- 
therwiſe haue ſtill bene a Crowne ofglorie inthe 


band of the Lord, anda roiall diademein the hand of 


her God.as it is in the former verſe of that Chapter. 
 Didnot(inne notwithſtanding all her priuiledges 
and prerogatives, ) twice carrie 7#da/ into Captivi- 
tie, twicedeſtrojc her temples; ſhall weethen /be. 


loved) looke to eſcape the like fatall Iudgments , if 


wee runne on {lll in areſoſution of living as wee liſt, 
of putting the Almighties mercic asit were on 
the tenter hookes;Surclic it willatlength breake forth 
into furic, The date of it will ere long bee expired, 

Tuſtice 
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Inftice willanother while rule & ſway the Scepter, 
ifwee will not with Veneveh repent whileſt our. 40 
daics laſt , rhen thall wee feele the truth of what ma- 
nie a /9n45 haue preached vnto vs,cven a floud of cur- 
ſes falli1g one our heads, and that which is worſt of 
all, wee may fecle them when leaſt wee dreame of 
them; So was the caſe of Nadeband cA6bihnu, foof 
Dathan, Corah, and CAbiram, ſo of Lots wife, ſoof 
Herod,ot eAnanias,and Zaphirah,lo of Zimrz,and of 
Coſbi, and fo likewiſe of a thouſand others; And what 
likelihood is there, ours ſhall not likewiſe ſobedwhat- 
ſoeverbefalls one, may befall all, Iudgments may bee 
fruitfu!las well as ſinnes, For concluſion of the point, 
can {ay but this, Let oneſodainneſle begetanother, 
the ſodainneſle of Gods Tudgmers worke in each of 
vs ſodaine and ſpeedie determination of amending 
his owne wales ,of hearkening to the checks and con- 
troules of his owne Conſcience, by which courſe wee 
ſhall avoid the like accuſation ,which here is laide to 

Iadahs charge,namelie of becing Robbers which is my 

third generall. 

Yee have robbed mee: Soreads our laſt Engliſh 
tranſ]ation, which comesnearer to the originall then 
either the vulgars Configetss yee crucifieor faſten , or 
the Septuagints ſupplantatis yeelupplant,, or Suma- 
chu his defraudatss yeedetraude, or our former En- 
gliſh tranſlation, ye ſpoile , Though cach ofthoſe 
may well tandand bring a man within compaſſe of 
robberie; from which accuſation there is ire vn- 


co your thoughts this plaine note or concluſion, 
In Gods account hee is a #heefe and a Robber,who 
B any 
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any wayes withholds Tithes or offerings from the 
Prieſt che right owner ; I fay any way , becauſe hee 
not onlie offends againſt the eight Commandemenr 
thou ſhalenor ſteale,who violentlic takes from a man, 
either the whole or any part 9fhis goods,as high-way 
theenes and open oppreſſors vie to doe, but hee like- 
wiſe who by any cloſe vnderhand dealing or cunning 
taking of advantage poſleſſes himſelfe of what bee- 
longs to another, yea though it bee but in thought 
wiſh or deſire, 4 quid ad nos? But what's this to vs, 
you'le aske ? yea you'le ſay, though it cannot bee de- 
nied , but that the non paiment of Tithes Firſt-fruits, 
and other offerings, was theft 7nyre/ze amongſt the 
ewes and that by vertue either of their Ceremonial or 
Iudiciall Law , yetfollowes it not the caſe ſhould bee 
the ſame with vs, who are onlie bound to the obſer- 
vation of the Morall lawe;As forthe ceremoniall and 


Tndiciall they now tyeno farther then Civill humane 


authoritie , reviues and ratifies them, For Anſwere, 
Iris confeſſed, ir hathherctoſore and till is queſtio- 
ned by ſome, whether the paiements of tithes fall vn- 
derthe morall Law , though Imuſitell you, that 
ſomehath bin made vp partly by ſuch as have ſtudied 
more the defence ofthe Popes vniuſt actions , then 
rruthes oracles, and partlie by others, who out of ig- 
norance or malice , or both togeather, have taken e* 
vetic thing almoſt which is related, either in the 
booke of Exodws or Leviticus,to belong onlie tothe 
ccremoniall oriudictall lawesz- But however ; I ſhall 
(God willing) make it appeare vnto you, and that by 
away, which as yet was never queſtioned by any of 
the 


IT, 
the learned, Thatthoſe lay-men are grand theeues, 
who at any time withhold ortake vato themſelves, 
Decimam Sacram, tithes once giuen for maintenance 
of any holie or Religious worke , which that I may 
the more fullie make good' vnto you, Let mee lay 
downe two Theoremes or propoſitions, the one 
eh1s, | 
Tithes are inthe number of theſe things which are 
. facrea; By tithes I vaderſtand the renth part of what- 
ſocyer encreaſe comes to 'a'man in his temporall e- 
ſtare, and by Sacred is meant ſuch thingsas are devo- 
ted, dedicated, given, and conſecrated tothe worſhip 
and ſervice of tie Lord, the conſecration beeing aho- 
lying ofthem , when before they were ofprophane, 
civill,and ordinarie vſc; Thus both Gramarians, as al- 
ſo D:ivines, The other propoſition this; 

What ſoever # once dedicated and freelie beſtowed 
ro8 holiewſe,can never, with out the guilt of ſune, bee 
takena way or imployed to any other wſe then what 
# holy, 

: To prove the firſt, I ſhall offer vnto you fourerea- 
ONSz 

The firſt is taken fromthe parties to whome tithes 
trom the intant cradle-age of the world have {till bnee 
payd,namelie to men confecrated and ſet apart from 
others, I ſay cradle-age of the world, For albeit wee 
heare of ſome though nor ofa ſacred funRion who 
haue enjoyed tithes, yet youare to knowe that Hifto- 
ries the beſt Interpreters of the actions offore-paſi 
rimes tell ys, they poſſeſſed but citheras wages from 
houſes of Religion, for ſome care and paines taken in 
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ſecuring vnto them theire peace and ſaftie , or as Sa- 


crifices trom affrighted and perplexed men,who fear- 
ing they: ſhould not bee able to defend their right a- 


gainlt tirannicall Princes and'other great ones [acri- 
Sajivs Lib, 9. iced vmto them pare of their eſtates , which was alſo 
C : k ; 
-4%, 12:3: 4: the verie caſe of the Abbies and Monaſteries here in 


England, atthediſſolution, the Poſſeſſors of which 


places were enforced to refigne vp all their right ti- 
tle and intereſt in them into the. Kings hands:for feare 


they ſhould otherwiſehaue loſtall, cven their future 


 livelyhood,Alecond:is drawne from the name which 


1s giventathetithes:which we men poſſefle, they 
arecalled #nipropriations,lignifying thereby, they are 
improperlie placed , that they are to ſpeake in the 
phraſc of old, garquarmpiſſis inarido,velmonachus inn 
oppido, As much out of their place, asa fiſh is on dry 
land,ora monkeina faireor market, yea I may add,as 
a .Crowne would bee richer on a Jack Cades, or a 
wat Tilers head,naic more, asa Sazmt would bee in 
Hell, ora Divellin Heawer:, A third reaſon is fetchr 
fromthat Ac ofrhe 32,0f Her. $. which was made 
to enable laymen to ſue fortithes , when as before, 
({aich the preface to that ſtatute) they could haue no 

roceedings cither in the Ecclefiaſticall or Common 

aw for the recoverie of them from thoſe who re- 
fuſed to pay them z Vhereby it evidentlic appeares, 
the State (tillthen) tooke laymen to bee no fir pol+ 
ſeflors. of fuch conſecrated endowments, yea doth 
not laymen's ſuing for them at this day in ſpiritual 
Courts,-publiſh to the vnderſtanding of anie ordina- 
ric man, that tithesare a Spirituall Income and ap- 
pertaine | 
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pertain to none bur ſuch as are of a ſpirituall funion, 
The fourth an laſt lies in that welknowne rule or Ca- 
non of Yencentize Lirinenſisinthe third Chapter of 
1115 booke contraherices Weare greatlie to take care, 
{aith hee, wee hold that fora truth which inall places 
atall cimes,and by all perſons hath beene received and 
entertained, which is all one allmoſt with thar of Czce-« 
ro the Romane orator, in omni re conſenſio omniun 
entinm lex nature putanda e# + inſtar mille demon- 
ſtrationum talis conſenſio: apud bonos eſie debet; The 
Conſent ofall nations about any one thing is to be ta- 
ken faith hee) for the law ofnature, and to bee of 
more authoritie with the good and vertuous, thena 
thouſand demonſtrations, Now to bring homethele 
rules to the Bufines in hand, Let me aſke,was there e- 
verNation,if once it had but the outward face of Reli- 
gion,which hath not conſecrated her tithes to ſome 
God Didnot Cabraham long before the lawe was 
2:ven dedicate his tithes to the true God in Malchi/i- 
dech thePrieft 7 Did nor likewile 74cob ftronglie bind 
him{elte to the performance of the ſame dutie by a 
ſollemne vowe ? Did not our forefathers in this king- 
dome mante hundreds of yeares ſince, freelie reſigne 
themvp to tne propagation of Gods worſhip and ſer- 
vice; And rcad wee not of tithes vowed to Hercules, 
to Jupiter , to Apolioand to ſeveral! other of the hea- 
then Deities? Thelearned Antiquarie M* Seldon ac- 
knowledgeth thus much; May I not, yeamuſtI nor, 
then drawethis concluſion out of ſuch premiſſes, Er+ 
£9 tithes bave inall ages been in the Inventory of con- 
tecrated goods, and accounted of asa facred tribure 
B 2 to 
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tothe King oſheaven, And {o I haſten to my ſecond 
theorem or propolition;Namelie this, 
whatſoever is once acaicated , andfreety beſtowed to 
4 holy wſe , can never without the gailt of finne , bee 
taken away and imployed i any wſe which is not holy. 

The truth of which is proved by three arguments, 
the firſt ſtands in ſome texts of Scripture, the ſecond 
in the deffinition of Sacriledge, And the third in the 
opinion of thoſe veriemen who haue declared them 
ſelues againſt the 24 divinum the divine right of 
tithes . 

The Texts beechieflic ſixe , Foure in the o{d reſta- 
ment,and two intheneiy; The firſt is that of Lew/tzs 
cs the laſt, where there isan expreſle Act of heavens 
Parliament, That whatſoever is once devoted or made 
holy by guift unto the Lord, cannot bee recalled or re- 
ſumed , but upon termes of diſadvantage #0 him who 
recalles it, The ſecond, that of Gemeſis the 47. vihere 
wee reade how 7o/eph would not meddle with the 
gleabes of the Egyprian Priefts, and thar for no other 
reaſon bur becauſe they were conſecrated lands.the 
propertie of which was not to bee changed, The third 
1sthat of Proverbs the 20, and 25. where the holie 
Ghoſt tells vs plainelie, 1 is ſnare to the man, who 
aevoureth that which holy. The fourth, that of Dayz- 
el the 5. where wee read, God diſlikes of Baltaſars 
drinking in the ſacred veſſells of the temple , written 
in the capitall red Lerters of his diſtruction . The fifth 
is that of Zohn the 2.where wee meete with our Saw;- 
our whipping andicourging men out of the Temple, 
his fathers houſe,and that for no other reaſon ,but be- 


cauſe 


catiſe fomerimes they fold ſuclfeattell & doues there, 
as-were of ve for ſacrifice; which our Sav/oars zeale 
in behalte of thar conſecrated place ſtops the mouths 
of all thoſe who ſhall ſay that that Decree in the laſt 
of Leviticzs was but ceremonial, for though ſomuch 
bee granted,yet cannot hee bee excuſed, who in thoſe 
dayes of the goſpell ſhall convert toa common and 
prophane vſe, either a holy place or a holytevenne, 
And that foras much as jtis a rule approved of by 
the ſuffrage of the beſt Divines, that whatſoever 
branch either of the ceremoniall or iudiciall law wee 
finde pur in practice by our Savzour or his Apoſtles, 

even that ſtraight way became morall and ties for e? 
ver, The laſt textis that of As the 5, where Anantzs 

and Zaphirachis wifeare both firicken with ſodaine 

and vnexpeRed death, for committing facriledge 

though in the leaſtdegree , I ſayleaſi degree,becauſe 

they did butwithdraw vnder hand part of that mony 

which in ſhowe they had formerlic devoted and con- 

lecraced to apious and religious vſe, even the reſcu- 

ing of the Apoſtles from the arreſt of begperic, 

And fo much for the firſt argument to proue , that 

whatſoever is once conſecrated to any religious ve, 

c_ quite bee taken away from that or the like 

vic. 

The ſecond lies: the deffinition of Sacriledpe, 
which is this Sacrileginm ef res ſacre vi0latio,ltis an 
2 buſing and pervetting of the right vic of holy things: 
10 Aquinas, where by holic things hee vnderſtands , , 9. 48 
any thing whichis ſet apart to a holie vſe, audby a- © 
bule, hee meanes the imploiment of ſuch things to a- 


wy 
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ny civill common and prophane vſe.whence alfo har 
derivation , Sacrilegium quaſi ſ[acriledainum; 10 called 
becauſe it prophanes holy things, To which let inee 
add that full deſcription made of it by that Proteſtant 
Schooleman Hieronymw Zanchins, It is inhis full 
booke de externo cultuand 17,Chapter, hee commits 
ſacriledge (ſaith hee) who any way gets into his poſ- 
ſeſſion holie things ſuch as haue been conſecrated and 
given toany religious and holie vie whatſoever, Net- 
ther find T anieother difhnition , deſcription, or Ett- 
mologie which in effect is not the ſame; Itfoliowes 
therefore ofneceſlitie, that Hee isa theete who med- 
dles with holie things, becing no conſecrated perſon; 
- Now my thirdand laſtargument tands inthe opt- 
ion ofthoſe men , who though enimies to the 7 
morale divinam, the divine morall right of tithes, yct 
allow they not any cenverting of things conſecrated 
to ordinary and prophane vſe, In the firſt place I ſhall 
produce him, whoſe memorie I knowe is toall thoſe 
whoare Cavazrites to the Church, like the compo- 
fition ofthe perfume that is made by the art of the A - 
pothecary, I meane M, Certwrig/ht,who in his Com- 
mentary on thoſe words of the Proverbs the 20. and 
25-(It 15 4 ack to the man who devoureth that which 
# hoy) willte!l you at large: Firſthow that may be 
called holy which either by Gods appointment, or by 
mas voliitary gitt,is addicted & devoted to holy ves: 
2!y, thatby holy vſes is meantwhatſoever is beſtow- 
ed towards the maintenance either of the Miniſters 
ofthe Goſpcll,or of Schooles, or Hofpitalls:3!y,that 
however tithes and ofterings be not now due by ver- 
tue 
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tue of Gods immediate conſtitution, yetarethey due 
by vertue of humane conſticutions, and guifts ofmen, 
yea ſodue , asthat heemakes himſelte a Robber of 
God , who withdrawes them from thoſe :vſes tor 
which they were given, Laſtly hee'le there ſhew you, 
thatthe transferring and convertiug of conſecrated 


things toa mans private ordinary vie , is like that 
booke in the 10,of the Revelation, which was ſweete 
in the mouth bur bitter inthe belly, for though Sacri- 
ledee be {week and pleaſant inthe mouth, that is at 
the beginning,yet will it be bitter in the belly,that is at 
the latter end, asalſo, thatir falls out to ſuch carnal! 
men,as it doth to fiſh and birds, who with one birt of 
the defired baite,loofe their liues, yea with Z/as they 
forfeite their birth-right heaven fora trifle,a meſſe as it 
were of pottage. Ina ſecondplaceI might ſend you 
to one who is likewiſe neare you both in affection and 
place of abode, bur I hold it needleſle ſeeing he is bue 


the formers Eccho, turn'd into Engliſh, Inathirdlet ,, .,,... 


him ſpeake,whome the tithe Cormorants ofthis land 
hoped ſhould haue proued ere this, ſuch an one, as 
of whome they might hauetrivmphantly ſaid:Behold 
the man who is ſet vp forthe throwing downe ofa 
rich and learned Church , thata beggerly ignorant 
pentionary one, may core inthe ſteed of it, It is M. 
Selaon who lo farr fruſtrates their expectation, as in 
the {ixe Chapter of his Revieweto ſay , Itisa groſle 
error to thinke that therefore tithes may now be poſ- 
ſeſſed by lay-men with a good conſcience, becaulſc it 
15 queſtioned whether the Miniſter can demand them 


ture divinamoraliby devine moral right, ' Foralbeir 
C ſaith 
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(ith he)they be notſo due, yet are they dueby the 
freeand now irrevocable conſecration of thoſe who 
were once Lords ofthem;[na fourth place,rake Petey 
1 artees indgment , whicitis that notwith{tanding 
it was inthe power of the ſupreine 74422/{rate to de- 
ſoluc and breake vp the ſocieties oi Abbies and Mo\ 
paſteries , yetſhould hethen haue converted their 
houſes and revenewes to ſome other holy and religi- 
ous vies;A thinge indeed, which Ze: the 8, folemne- 
ly promiſed to doe, vpon which condition that vaſl 
graunt of all religious houſes was made him,yea, a 
thing which other places that emoraced reformati- 
onas wellas we,carefully did performe, tor ſo I reade 
ofthe ſtate of Vitrrenbergh, in one Chriitopheriu Bin- 
derus quoted by M. Seiden, in his Reviewe ofthe g. 
and 10, Chapters of his hiſtory, as allo of other parts 
of Germany,it wee may beleeue M. Brightman, either 
on the 24 of the Rewve/at#on,or the 11Þ;Ina fift roome 
let judicious Cafvzz bee , who is in the ſame note. 
when on the firſt of Hoe, and 34 verſe, he ſtiles Her: 
the 8h Homo belluinws, abeaſtly man, becauſe as Tchr 
hee converted to his owne priuate prophane vſe,thoſe 
things which formerly had bin conſecrated to holy 
ones, In the 7. take inthe opinion of thoſe Divines 
who wrott thoſe Sco/za and compendious notes wee 


haue in our Engliſh Bibles, which they fully declare 


on ſeverall texts, bur chiefly in that one the 6. 0£0/aa/ 
and the 19. as alſo that of Proverbs the 20. and the 
25. TothoſeI might adde great 4bulenfis in ſeveral! 
places of his workes, together with ſeverall others, 
who though no friends to the jus d}vinwmn of tithes, 
becaulc 
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becauſe the Popes vaſſalls doe yet with one conſent 
dogmatizethem for robbers who in any degree pro- 
phane holy things. But I forbeare, fearing the time 
will outrunne my tongue; yet foraſmuch as I have in 
my Catalogue of authority mentioned but one of 
the Laity,to witt M, Se/den,wherevpon you may per- 
adventure imagine there is no more of that feather 
and fo no ſummer of advantage thence to be expe- 
ed, let meſuccenturiate and add another, yea and 
he too a man of the ſword,by name SF HenrySpelmar: 
who hath written fullie to the ſame purpoſe in thar 
his moſt learned, acute and zealous trac entituled 
de non temeranas ecclefits, an Enchiridion written of 
purpoſe to perfwade an Vncle of his tothe abando- 
ning ofan Lpropriatzon ; And thus as briefly as I 
could, haue I made good both the propoſitions I laid 
downe. Now in the next place let me cleare ſuch que- 
res asare propoſed for the better vailing and ns; 
ting of the Laities detayning of conſecrated goods. 
The one is made by the Lay Appropriator, and that 
ehus, ſeeing T haue nothing bur what at firſt I bought 
and now hold vnder the proteion of an AR of Par- 
liament,tell me, may I not with a quiet coſcience pol- 
ſeſſe what is ſo backt and warranted , To whome 1 
readily anſwere, No, For wouldeſt thou thinke thy 
{clte free from adultery,though an AR of Parliament 
ſhould allow thee foure or fiue wiues at once,or from 
the dreach of the Lords day, though it ſhould licence 
thee to worke or ſport thy ſelfe , asmuch on that as 
onany other of the weeke , orfrom theft, though it 
ihould conniue at thy pilfering, as ſome ates of old 
2 haue 
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hanedone, Ifnot then how can a ſtate iuſtly counte- 
nance thee in thy doing that, by which thou commit- 
tcl {pirituall adultery, cauſeſt the day offanQthed reſt 
to ec prophaned,and thoſe who through the preach- 
ing ofthe word , might become Gods faithfull ſer- 
v3nts , ſtillthrough ignoranceto remaine Sathans 
ſlaues; O, ler no man hood-winke himſeltc with a 
conceit of the infallibility cf a ſtate metr ina Patlia- 
ment, as iftheir decrees were Sybl/z folzra meere ora- 
cles, eſpecially when feare and coveruuinefle are the 
fpcakers, as they viſually were in Hernrythe E, his Par- 
HamentsFor if gencrall councells Þ1ue erred,and may 
againe in matters ol faith, doubtleſle the ſtate repre- 
ſcntariue hath , and may againe in matters of tact, 
And to purtthis out of all doubt , let megiue you a 
lik of what fowle errors Ihaue oblſerued to haue bin 
committed by the publique meetings of this king- 
dome, and that ſince the dates of W:llzam the Congue- 
ror, wherein Relipion hath moſt flouriſhed, 

Firſt I inde that 1V:1/;am Rufus was admitted to 
the Imperiall Crowne of this Land , though Robert 
hiselder Brother was living,and claymed his right. 

Secondly I finde,that Rufus being dead, the ſepter 
was put into the hand of Henry the youngeſt Sonne 
of the Congueror ,, though Robert the eldeſt wasnot 
yet departed this life, thereby adding one wrong to 
another,a new to an old; 

Thirdly I inde that when Henry deceaſed, the ſtate 
recciued Sephey, and putby the Sonne ofHeyry the 
right heire, 

Fourthly, it appeatesthere wasajoynt conſent of 

"4 both 
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both houſes for the depoſing of Richard rhe ſecond, 
their true Soveraigne , and tor the chooſing inco his 
roome Henry Duke of LarcaFer. 

Fiftly wee reade how Richard Duke of Lancaſter, 
vas Crowned fupreame of this Land , with the free 
confentand applauſe of both houſes, though he were 
a Murtherer ot his Nepheues,and fo a plaine vſurper, 
yea the Parliament did entailethe Crqwne on the 
{>nnc of that Murtherer, though the two Daughters 
of Eaward the fourth were living. 

Sixty it is manifeſt, that Zezry the eights divorce 
from Queenc Katherine was allowed and ratihed by 
Parliament as being an inceſtuous marriage; and yet 
afterwards wee ſeerhe daughter ofthat Queene Xa- 
therine preferred to the royall throne betore bleſſed 
Elizabeth, the daughter of his Jawtull wite. 

Laſtly asa Parliament vnder Edward the fixt bani- 
ſhed Popery,ſoa Parliament within 6 yeares after, vn- 
der Q. Mary, brought it inagaine with triumph, 
To which I mightannex many thelike , iftheſe were 
not abundantly ſufficient to make good my aflertion, 
that Parliamentary decrees are many cimes lame and 
 defectiue, | 

Oletthenno lay perſon hereafter fly to that vaine 
fig-leate excule,the ſtatute of the 31.0f Hen,8.where- 
by Abby lands and all tithes belonging vnto them 
where conferrd on the King, whea for certeine, there 
wasnever yet any learned Divine , whether Paps/t, 
Protetant or Nonconformitant , who de induftria 
held it inthe power of a ſlate co alienate and convert 
that co atemporall vſe , which was before devoted 


C 3 and 
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and made over toa religious! Nay more I never yet 
heard of a iuditious layman who vpon mature con{t- 
deration of the point, thought otherwiſe , Sure | am, 
Sir Thomas Smith, who wrote the Common wealth 
of Englaud, ſayes, a Parliament hath onlie power to 
change the right and poſſeſſion of private men; Vpou 
the hearing of which , ifany Appropriator ſhall ſay 
vnto mee, togeather with other Paſtors, as thoic 
Iewes did to S. Peter and thereſt of the Apolitles, 
when reprooued for their finnes, men and bretheren 
what ſhall I and others coho are in the ſame caſe doc? 
how ſhall wee eſcape the curſe you ſay attends on 
vs ? Would you haue vs render vp our tithes, and {o 
ſet our gates wide open to beggery? Siirely not as yet 
vatill all other meanes of redreſle taile , I ſhould ad- 
viſe you to another courſe which is farre eaſjer, Itis, 
that you and others who holdtithes would imitate 
thoſe Philiftins of Aſbdod after they became ſenſi- 
ble of their vniuſt detcining the Arke of the God of 
Jſraell. for asthey faid tothe Princes of the Philiſtines, 
what ſhall wee doe with the Arke of God? the firſt of 
Samuel the5 . So would I haneyou to repaire to the 
Princes of this Land , when ever met rogetherabour 
the Kingdomes waightie affaires, and fay vnto them, 


what ſhall wee doe with the maintenance of Gods 


Arke the Church? As by an A of this great Aſſem- 
bly wee poſlefle tithes, fo let vs bee quit of them by 
an act of yours alſo, and yer let your wiledomes fo 
provide for Gods glorie,as not vtterly to impoveriſh 
our families; 


T but what if the carcs of both houſes bee ſhut vp a- 
gajnſ} 
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eainſt our irerated importunate petitions, what ſhall 
wee then doe? Trulv,rather thento keepe Gods curſe 
ill with veu., 1 would advile you to doe by your 
orants and patents, as /aaas did by thethirtie pecces 
of filyer hee received of the chiete Prieſts and ci rs 
for betraying oi Chrift, even to caſt them downe in 
theſe Churches and Oratories from whence they 
were firftraken 3 Nor wantTIa pattcrne for thismy 
countel}, Inthe ſecond of Cropicles and the 25, you 
may read, that when Amazzah king of 1udah had hi- 
red a hundred thouſand men of J/raelto increaſe his 
Armie, there came a man of God vnto him ſaying, O 
King let not the Armie of Iſrael goe with thee, for the 
Lord i not with Iſrael, as having beene vninſtly rent 
{rom the hiuſe of Danza, So lay I from the Lord, vnto 
all that hane purchaſed tithes for the increaſe of their 
eſtates,O Brethren let not theſe tithes abide with you, 
for the Lord is not with them,becauſe mifplac'd, be- 
cauſe rent from the true Proprietaries the Lords 
Prieſts,and when theking ſaid vnto the Proyhervpon 
the hearing ofthis meſſage, what ſhall I doe for the 
iundred talents T haue giuen tothe Army of 1/raell? 
the Prophet replyed , the Lord isable to gine thee 
much more then this.So if any Impropriator ſhall ſay 
vnto mee in his owne and his felowes behalfe , Bur 
what I pray ſhall wee doe for the money wee haue 
payd for our patents « My Anſwere muſt bee as the 
Prophets was Letnottheloſſe of your money bee a 
remora a hold-back vnto you Forthe Lord is able to 
giue you much more then thoſe ſummes. And thus 
much inanſwer vnto the firſt Q»ere made in defence 
of 


of thoſe laymen who poileſle ſacred tithes ſuch as 
were at firſt conſecrated to Gods glory in the reward 
ofthe Churches Paſtors, 

A ſecond now followes, & it is fram'd by thoſe who 
are fellonious vniuſt detainers of tithes by cuitomes; 
What (ſay they) doe you ſtampethe letter R. on 
our fore-heads aſwell as on the Impropriators * Doe 
you make vs thecues and robbers too ? Yes vetily, 
you likewiſe fall within the verge of the ſame cenſure, 
As for yourallegation , that you pay ſomethinge in 
lieu of your tithes, two pence peradventure for tivo 
ſhilling , iis no better an excuſe then his might bee, 
who having ſtolne a Gooſe , ſhould ſay, Ibrougiht 
backe the wings and feathers, or his, who after hce 
hath conveyed away the body of a tat Wether, 
ſhould plead, O but I left the skinne behind for the 
right owner z Nay it would be a worſe excuſe then 
thatof Dzoniſius of Syracuſa, when he tooke from the 
ſtatue of 7upiter Olympus a Cloake of gold , and lett 
one of Cloath, faying that ofgold was too heauy for 
ſommer, and cold for winter; it is an 4xz0me, Gradus 
203 variant ſpecies, though one theft be greaterthen 
another, yet the leaſt is ſil] thefr. I muſt conteſſe if two 
things were once well proved , neither of which is 

ible to be done, no not by the helpe of thoſe cun- 
ping Tutors of Sacriledge, the Divclls of Hell,then 
Cuſtom-pleaders and Enioyers,might goe free from 
the guilt of Church-robbery, the one, that tithes are 
not due tothe Przeſ{-hood of the Goſpell zure diuino 
zoral;, the other that Patrons who at firſt endowed 
theChurches with tiches,appointed leſle to be payed 
then 


then the tenth ofall increaſe, Asforthe.laft, . if you 
conſult our ſuppoſed adverſary, M. Seldenin the 8, 
Chapteroofbis Hiſtory, you ſhall fince there a coxger 
rjes. , and heape of Donations, ayd,Graunts of all 
tithes in kinde in this kingdome, as alloedias otitats 
for due pertormance, according,to thoſe cqnſecrati- 
ons and Graunts,z And yetlea(t you might.imagune] 
goe too. much along in this path, let me here acquaiut, 
youwith,what thewholg current, ofCoſuifts &. Cans- 
niſts ſay.concerning this poynt ofcuſtaqes; In bricſe 
when the. queſtion is. made whether.cuſtome may, 
wſtly carry with itthe. force.and\trengrh ofa-lay; [ 
find they diſtinguiſh of Cuſtomes,andtellthe Rea- 
dexsthere is one whiclais vicious and.nayghtx, as bee- 
mg.contraty torgafon,, which though,vaconſjonable 
men wilkpleade, yet doth itnot excule , much leile 
obteyne: the force of a kw. which is according.ta 
that no.leſſe truc then common ſaying, mwtitudoF#ts 
7 axtium nonfacit patrocinium,the multitude ofthole 
who.crre is no patronage ofthe error, n3/iconſuctuda 
ratione munite fit , non ejhconſuetuga, ſedconuptela 
ynkſl Cuſtome bee.backt by reaſon itis. notcyltome, 
but a crept in abuſe or cortuprion;; Agzeeable to 
which,is likewiſe that of S. Cypria,they,doe in,vaine 
Cty Cyitome Cuitome wha are ouercome.& couinced 
by. xeafon, otherwiſe. faith hee Cuſtome:wouyld hee 
greatertizen truth,., Another Cuſtoms, there is (. 
they) which is laudable and no way,rcpugnanttat 
xeRicude of Reaſon,and ſuch anorthey, allow,-to bee 
ofas muchforce and vertueas alaw, if notrepeal, 
by the fupremeMagilizate, yea $9: Cilfer froma law 
D >" 122 


”_ : by Ws. 
# I * 
de ee aa lO __ ws ® m 


only #1 modo in the manner of its being A law be. 
ing delivered by writing , but Cuſtome only by vſe, 
And in this ſenſe is that of /u/iazws the Civlzan to bee 
taken , inueterata conſuetudo pro lege non immerito 
cuſtoditur , Now to apply this diltinction to the buſi- 
neſle in hand,tellmee,can any one of you who heares 
mee this day, ſay, without giuing the lye to his Con- 
ſcience , that a Cuſtome of paying a peny fora ſhil. 
ling falls vnder the head of a good and laudable on? 
you heard even now, that cuſtome is only good, 
which is reaſonable; Anſwere mee then, doth it tand 
with reaſon, any man ſhould enforce his brother, nay 
more his father) for ſo each Paſtor is to his flocck) to 
take either nothing,or but a peny in lieuof that which 
is well worth a ſhilling?Is this (I pray)a reaſonable & 
an honeſt fatisfa&tion?Nor can any man without put- 
ting on the vizard of impudencie, produce here the 


| Statute either of the 27.0r the 32.0f Hcy. the 8. or the 


2.0f Edwardthe 6.For albeit thoſe at the firſt bluſh 
may ſeeme to ratify and make good all cuſtomes in 
payment of tithes , yetfor'certeyne they ſay no more 
then what I hauc already told you from an vnanimous 
conſent of Claſſique Authors . Namely that no other 
Cuſtomes are to bee allowed in diſcharge of tithes, 
then what are laudable and lawtull, which Epithites 
you ſhalbee fure to meete withall, in thoſe Statutes, 
whereby iteuidently appeares , they approuenor of 
all thoſe Cuſtomes,which in caſe of tithes the deſpe- 
rate corruption of this Mammon-/eruing age, calles 
and cryestor, 

Bleſſed then is the Councell of 1/odor/hee was a 


father 


facher of the Church in histime) conſuetudo author- 
tati cedat, prauum vſum lex et ratio vincat , Letcu- 
ſtome (ſaith hee) giue place to authority, and let law 
and reaſon conquer a bad vſe, where by law hee 
meanes (ſaith _Aquines) that of nature, that which 
preacheth toeucry ſonne of Adam, dove as thou would- 
ef bee done by, That which in ſubſtance is all on with 
the Decalogue, that laſtly the tranſgreſſion whereof 
God complaynes of in the verſe before the text, and 
that with a kind ofadmiration. VVill a manrob his 
God ? this being a fa almoſt incredible becauſe rt 
flatly goes againſt the very light of nature, Ando 
much in anſwere to the Second Qwere. 

A third apologizing on is this; What is1tnot a 
ſufficient reaſon for a ſtate to alienate tithes and offe- 
rings becauſe conſecrated vnder ſuperltition and Ido- 
latry? 

Rs no, nor will the Appropriator, (I knowe) 
ypon due balanceing of the buſineſſe bee of another 
opinion; For it the donations of tithes, may de zare of 
right bee diſannulled by a State, becauſe made vnder 
Superſtition , then why may not the ſame power by 
the ſame right now make void all their grants and pa- 
tents of Tithes and other Church reuenewes, becauſe 
conueyed vnto them when ſuperſtitionno lefle ruled 
& raigned,yeato lay ſuch a foundatis for Hernthe 8. 
his confilcation of Tithes, glebes and the like ſacred 
Incores , were to bring into queſtion atthis day the 
tight of moſt mens poſſeſſions, and fo by conſequent 
eurne the Common wealth into a wofull Chaos of 
confulton : And yet leaſt this pretext againſt Tithes 

D 2 ſhould 


gr en 


ſhould for alfthis, receiie a glad welcome amongeft 
many; let meefurther ge yorto viderſtand,thatto 
ſtr>poſerirhesas conſecrated vnder Romiſh ſuper{ti- 
rion inthis Kingdome.is to build an Zaropza, to iay i 
foundation zz 7/0vacuo'; Fortithes were generally 
dedicatedttothe worfhip of God when firſt the 210- 
riovs:vncorrupr& light pf 'the Goſpell did (Hine a- 
moneſt vs, befofe ever true popery was #7 rerw7 n4- 
turs, before thoſe times came, which loſtthe ptimi- 
tive taith of Rome, 
M*:Seldexmay' ſerue as a ſpectacle to help the 
'dimme ignorance of moſt men in this point! Nor is 
yet the Impropriator quiet,” hee:hath on obiection 
more,by which hee hopes to fetthe broad ſeale of the 
worlds wide applauſe, to that of their patents from 
Hen the 8. It is thus propoſed. 
But may not thoſe things bce juſtly confiſcated 


' which weregiuenas fupporting pillers to ſuperſtition, 
'Thight notthoſe tithes bee' ad platitum Senate at the 
diſpoſttion of a-Parliamene, which were-found to 
"hane becnimployed to ſaperſticion,enento the main- 


renance of Xaf/es for thequick and dead > 
Iſayiconfidently 'No ,: And that for tworeaforis 
 chiefely ; The onas drawnefrom that precept which 
God gaue"concerning' the Cenſers of thoſe 550. 


| Rebellsin the 16.0f Numbers whichwas,they ſhould 
' bee beaten imoPlares for the Alter, though they had 
' ately beenabufd rohisdiſhonor .: If then the all-wiſe 


God thought it firthat thoſe Cenſers'ſhould bee im- 
ployedtoiaholy vſe-whictrnow- had been*denored 
tozcbellion , ſhall our:ignorance'breſo proudas to 
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inuc! ta newe:plat forme of diſpoſing abuled tirhes? 
ſhall wee deeme itfitto alienatethem for everfrom 
all boly and pious ves? Doubtleſle a ſtander-by,on 
notengaged in the quarrell will call this by no better 
name then a miſhapen brat, framed partly otcoue. 
rouſneſte, and partly fondfelfe conceite; 

the other lyes in that reaſon which tranſcendent- 
ly tndicious Cuſtzne gaue in this very point , Itis in 
lis 15.Epr/tleto Publicula,where ſpeaking ofthe euers 
fon of Idolls,and their Groues and Temples, wdged 
they were not to: bee conuerted to-priuate'vſes , but 
to publique, andthat (ſaith hee) leaſt it ſhouild ſeeme 
ro haue been done rather by auarice then deuotion; 
Nor doth that /mper;all decree any way make gooda 
Kiugdomes tranſpoſing of holy. places and Reuenues, 
The words of it bee thele, 


Omnia toca ec, Wee command that alliplaces 2,6 1.4 Paga: 
which the error of the ' Antients aſſigned to Sacrifices & {if 5, 


to bee appropriated to our eſtate, whichaſſertionof ** 
mine wil eaſily be recetued for atruth by atthoſe who 
will be plealed ro confider what places the Emperors 
willed to beeappropriated, Namly ſuch only as were 
aſtigned to the Idolatrous ſacrifices of Heathers and 
Pagans. Now who is there {obat-fighted, as:not to 
dilcerne what difference there is betweene' houſes 
and lands dedicated to Pavan ſuperſtition, and tithes 
which wereat firſt-deuored as aſalary of the fpiritnall 
Paſtors-.paines, . and afterwards-only through "the 
boundlefleauthority ofthe Pope to fuperſtition , And 
\what morecuidentdemonſtrationcantherebee that 
thoſe very Emperors Heworinand Theodofirs,pit a 
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oreat Chaſine of difference betweene things dedica- 


ted vnto paganiſme,& thoſe which had beene amiſſe 


conſecrated vnro Chriſtieni/me,then that they are {o 


Lib.16. tit, 44. 
Contya Doud- 


tiſtag, 


farre from confiſcating both kinds, as to decree the 
conuerting ofthe on-to holy vics thcugh not the 0- 
ther. 


In the Code of Theodotze it is thus enatted. Let 
thoſe poſſeſſions where direfull ſuperſtition hath hi. 


 therto raigned bee annexed tothe venerable Catho- 


lique Church,and in the ſame place wee find a Decree 
of thoſe Emperors againſt the 240ntaniſts in theſe 
viords If there bee any of their edifices ſtanding 
which are rather to bee termed the dennes of wild 
beaſts then Churches let them with their revenues bee 


appropriated to the ſacred Churches of the orthodox 


faith : And for ampler proofe that godly Emperoys 
when they expelld the hereticall party did not ſpoile 
their Churches of theire poſſeſſions, but reſtored 
them to the true Profeſlors,I call S. ,2uſizneto wit- 
neſſe in his 50, Epsſile to Bonifactim a Souldiour his 
words bee theſe; OQurcquid ergo nomine eccle fiarum 
parti aonatipoſſide batur,Chriſtiant Imperatores legt- 
bu religioſis cum ipſts Feeleſts, ad Catholicam tranſi 
7e zuſierunt, And who needs ſpectacles to fee how it 
was only filthy auarice which made this ſtate to doe 
otherwiſe at that great day of diffolution of religi- 
ous houſes?For it it had been ſanctified zeale,why did 


they notat the ſame time pull downe angdifpoſe of 


the very ſtones and timber oftheir Churches,whenas 
they had been as fully dedicated and more abuſed to 
ſuperſtition then ever the tithes which belonged vnto 


them 


JI 
them? But 5: promtn ratio, the reaſon isplayne, be- 
cauſe then their purſes muſt haue prouided new ones 
without a diſpenſation irom _4nſterdem freely to 
vſe their Barnes or other roomes intheir priuat hou- 
ſes inſtcad of temples, 'Toſumme vp then my ans 
{were to this quere, Vee ought not ſo muchto 
loocketo the prophanition of tithes as ro their fir(t 
donation, which was toa pious end, euento the re- 
ward of the ſacred miniſtery of the Church, So that 
when the ſuperſtitious 8 idolatrous vie was aboliſh: 
ed,they ought to haue been returnd to their primi- 
tiue and lawfull vſe, A leading paterneto which diſ- 
creete AR, wee haue inthe practice of the /ewes, 

Firſt towards the Arke,which though it had beene 
taken and abuſed by the Phi/ztzns did not,after it was 
ſent home, imagine the former conſecration to bee 
expired and loſt, but honored and reuerenced it as 
much as euer they did before; 

Aud ſecondly towards the veſſellsand ornaments 
of the Temple,which though they had bin carried by 
Nebuchadne;Far to Babilon and there abuſed by be- 
ing put into the Temple of his Gods, yet were they 
afterwards admitted to the ſame holy vie as they 
were before in the ſeruice of their true God); 

Nor as yethaue I done with this Accuſation of 
God, the pronoune(w-e) yee haue robbed mee, offers on 
note more worthy your attentiue obſeruation, and 
thats this, 

God reckons of all as of theeues and Robbers of 
himſelfe,who any way rob and ſpoile his Prieſts, the 
word Prieſt I rather vie then any other, both becauſe 
ir 


___" t$$4-name- which properly belongs to.nonebye 
thoſewho ſerue at Gogs Alter,when as that of Mins- 
ſlerwithout ſome. additio, iscomon.tovs with Cob. 
lcrs, Tinkers, ox men of any otherinferiqur office, As 
allo, becauſcir is that. game whalg,very ſound works 
as crangeanefic onthe. Sacrilegil}, his guilty con- 
ſcience, as thatwbich Nopigs, tell vs. the ound of a 
Erumang couered with aweylkes. skinnedoth on, filly 
(lecpe, euenthedſicmper of feare and horror . The 
note cannot beethoughlelſe then legitinare as, long 
as the (ues), ſtands inthe Text. Neitherwants there 
preſſingaad vrgentrealon, tobbeleeue that the. Lord is 
ſorender of the. wrongs. which, aze- Jone toys the 
Paſtoxs of ſoules, 

Firſt weearehis Ambaſladours, and thergtorehee 
takes whatſocuer-palitiye diſgraces, or but priuatjue 
ncgkAas are ſhowuevatovs, torctk and redgynd 
directly on his ſacred Magielhie. 

Secondly ſecjng tithes & offeringgarealhthe-wa- 
ges hee hath. allotted. vs for the paines weetgkeinhis 
vineyard, how can hee account it lefle thenan affront 
to him ſelfe,lwhen we arerobed ofthoſg lys penſions. 

Thirdly ſeing hee by the Gleare perſpetiue of his 
omniſcient. wiſedome lookes into mens hearts, and 
there finds the chicte caule of their hard meaſare ro 
vs toartiſe fromour faichfull execution ofhis roiall 
Commiſſions, how can ſo iuſta Iudgebur take thoſe 
Hiurics to kcart ? 

. Many partalclls to this zeale of Gods, wee mecete 
withallinthe Scriptures, witnes that naw/sn44qwhy 
perlecureſt chou mee? Aysthe 9. where our Sauiour 
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 Againe witneſſe thathis bill of inditement againſt 
the wicked at the laſt day Mathew the 25. Iwas hun. 
gry,auyee gaue mee not t0 cate , Twas thirity andyee 
gaue mee not t0 arinke , To which when the wicked 
ſhall tremblingly reply mn wp when Zord did 
wee {cethee ſozhee ſhall plainly tell them,igioes, In as 
much as yee haue not done it to my poore members, 
yee hauc not doneit vnto mee, 

Witneſle laſtly that of udges the 5, Where the 
Angell of the Lord commands the Citty of Meroſh 
zo bee curſed bitterly, and thatbecauſethey came not 
TNT Zchowval , to the help ofthe Lord wherethe 

ord takes their flinty hard heartedneſſe towards 
their brethren as ſhowne to himſelte, Tell meethen, 
O thou who makeſt thy ſelfe an embleme of wretch- 
edneſle by defrauding any Paſtor through Cuſtomes 
orotherwiſe, Are not thy thoughts troubled 2 Are 
not the ioynts of thy loynes looſened > And doenot 
thy knees {mite onagainſt another at the hearing of 
thus, 

The Prophet Danzell ſets before vs Baltaſer in that 
wofull plight inflicted asa due reward ofhis propha- 
ning the conſecrated veſſells of the temple, how then 
| cank thou bee free from an earthquake of feareand 

dread, who daily deuoureſt that which is holy, who 
daily conuerts that to thine owne vie, which thy bleſ- 
ſed forefathers frely deuoted to God in the perpetuall 
mayatenance of his ſcruice? And fo T haſten tomy 


| laſt generall circumſtance,which is the vniuerlality of 
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the ſinne, Gems #0f4, euen the whole Nation, 

That is faith Rzbere,your Princes and rich men are 
Robbers,of mee aſwellas your poore & priuate ons, 
yeaitisas muchas it he hadſaidin more words thus, 
It is rue O yee men of 7va4/ the Lord blamesyou by 
me for maay ſins,for adultery forcery,taliſe ſwearing, 
& c1uers others yetnotſo,as it all theſe were commit= 
ted by youall,bur forthe fin of {acriledge he codemns 
you all, being penerally the A& of you all; So Yata- 
þ].zs, whence I may well interre this concluſion, 

It is poſſible that a whole Nation may at once 
make a defeQtion from God by ſome one tranſgreſli- 
on, that that ſin which heretofore hath bin but perſo. 
nall oratmoſt bur comon to fewe, may art length be- 
come Nationall,Experience prompts vnto vs that the 
ſonne whichnow is ecclepſed but in part,may at ano- 
ther time be wholy, That a ſound member ot the true 
Church of God may ere long become a ſynagogue 
of Sathan;May not Conſpiracy and treaſon at length 
poſſeſſethe breſts of thoſe who are now moſt faithtull 
and loyall ſubiets? May it nor befall a Kingdome in 
reſpec offpiritual! fruitfullnefle, as it did Sodom and 
Gomorrah in reſpect of earthly? For as that tract of 
oround became trom on of the worlds paradiſes , the 
Center as it were of deſolate barrenneſſe,ſo may not a 
Kingdome which now is another A/c;noms garden 
full of herbs of grace , and truits of pleaſure, become a 
wildernefſe ofnothing but ſtincking weeds, and hurt- 
full briars and brambles? It the old world did wholly 
fall tro God , may not one little territory of the new? 
And it the whole Chr:#/an wninerſe did once lye 
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eroueling vnder the curfed apoſtaſy of Arraniſme, & 
thereby did ſeemefas Reuerend Hooker ſpeakes) to 
haue giuen vp the very ghoſt of true belcefe,then vly 
may not one part of it lye bedridden(as it were) with 
theCramp of Sacriledge?Surely the defetion of one 
Kingdome in point offa&, is farremore caly then a 
Chriſtian worlds 1n point of tenent and belecle. 

But here ſome one may demand of mee was therc 
none in the populous tribe of Judah who made a con- 
ſcience of following the very diQate of nature in pay- 
ing God tithes and offerings in his Prieſts ? Did cac!: 
wilfully put out that light of Knoledge the ſeeds 
whereof they brought into the world withthem?Sure- 
ly no,Charity teaches mee to enterpretthis Gems tot4 
the whole Nation by that diſtin&tion of the Scholes, 
made by reaſon of the word omres all. This all (lay 
they ) is put ſometimes to ſignify ſingul/a generum.cach 
of euery Kind: and ſometimes genera Fant min fingulo- 
7um only the feuerall Kinds and ſpecies, and fo, 
though this as zota make ſome of cucry Kind and 
Nate of 7#da/ guilty , yet doth it not each in cuery 
kinde.Such phraſes are but hyperboles, involuing the 
moſt and not all; Iris ſufficient the denomination is 
after the greater part, Hee that makes Italy the Nurſe- 
ry of villaines, drunkennefſethe badge of a Dutch- 
man,and pride the ihadoweofa Spaniard, ſayes not 
cach in theſe places is ſo qualified, at the moſt, his 
words can bee ſcrewed no higher then that the grea- 
ter part 15 ſo, 

Oryet if you will you may take this ges t0ta to 
beemeantas it ſounds, even to includ each particular 
E 2 in 


36 
in 1#dah , and to inferre that the leauen of Sacriledze 
was found vnder euery ones roofe,and that thus, The 
moſt of them might bee delinquents in Act, the re- 
mainder in defire and wiſh, the molt by the theft of 
the hand and heart, the reſt by the thefr of the heart 
only, you well know all the Commandements are as 
wellbroken by ſecret wiſhes and purpoſes, as by viſt- 
bleand open As, feare of incurring ſome temporall 
puniſhmentmight hold back ſome from doing of that 
which conſcience could notyea the hope of ſome ad- 
uantage which mighrarriſe, might make thoſe juſt in 
payment oftheir tithes, who otherwiſe would haue 
hadas deep a hand in robbery as the worſt, God the 
maker , and therfore ſearcher of the heart condemnes 
or iuſtifies by the workes of the heart, 44:ſhaz is ioyn- 
edwith his brother in killing of Abzer though wee 
find Zoab ovly ſtroke him, and that becaufe his heart 
ſtroke him aſwell as 1oabs hand ; Carr (ſaith Philo 7u- 
dens) was not only curſed afrer hee had murdered his 
brother but before , euen as ſoone as ener hee had 
hatched ſucha thoughthe giues the reaſon volnrtate 
2ro facto eſimataliis will and purpoſe being taken for 
tedeede, 

Itwasagrofle error of zoſephxs the Tewe,when hee 
zeprehended Po/c9zzes the heathen, for ſaying Antzo. 
ers died iniferably becauſe hee had refolu'd with him- 
felte ro haue ſpoiled the temple of Dzans; 

Excellent to this purpole is that of 4u57zne, meme 
rut benefacit, etzamſi boyum eft quod facit , No 

aan who is vnwilling doti good though the thing 
ee good which hee doth; To which let mee add that 


—_ 
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of Sentra to Serenus, Poteſt aliquis nocens fiers,quam« 
ut 101 nocuerit , A mmanmay beea nocent when hee 
hurts notzhee proues it by inſtances, A man faith hce 
though hee lyes with his owne wite comnts adultery, 
if hee take her to bee another , and hee is guilty of 
murther whorunnes a {word againſt his bre{t,whoby 
chance hatha coate of Male on,fo doubtles may they 
beewell filed Robbers, who in heart contriue and 
plot how to embeazell thoſe tithes and offerings 
which yet peraduenture they ſtill mifle of compalling 
And thus haue I 70zas-/ikepaſſed through the ſtreets 
and quarters of the text , and yet haue I not finithed 
my intended taske z Iſhould now parralell this our 
Tudah cf England with that ofthe Iewes , and ſhew 
you that as wee haue been made like to them in en- 
ioying ſhowers of fauours beyond other Nations, ſo 
auewecealrcady with them, and ſhall hereafter farce 
more bee curlcd, it wee like them continue xanpoBiger 
oicedy deuourcrs & cunning Subſtracors of ſpiritu- 
ai! 800 ds;Say I but like them, yea farr more then cuer 
tey,and that in that 2exsFoza diminiſheth our tithes 
wy valawiall (becauſe vaconſcionable) cuſtomes, a 
: a ; AF EX og | 
19 neuer areamc: ot among the Tewes,mucilefle 
cc gocd by ſeting falſe and counterfeit gloſles on 
c !awes m{timents, Bi: IT perceine yourpatience is 
ſo faire ſpent;toatthe worke of my tongue muſt proue 
 alawe Guics by falling ſhort ofthe intention ofmy 
heart, only let mce add one word of exhortation, and 
{o anend. 
I belcech all you beloved whohaue heard mce 
21s day.and that in the name of 7e/zes Chriſt that you 
L 3 deale 
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dealenotby what you haue heard as youvſe to do by 
your old apparrell when worne to ragpes, that is not 
to lay it afide with a purpoſe neuer more to think of 
it,but meditate and ponder on it with reſolution of 
preferring heauens cuerlaſting ioyes before ti1is 
worlds vaniſhing trifles, And thou O Omnipotent 
Lord who gaueſti ſuch power and efficacy to one Scr- 
mon of S*Peters,as thereby to add about three thou- 
ſand ſoules to the viſible number of the faith{ull, 
add (I moſt humbly beſeech thee) by my 
this dayes miniſtery ,at leaſt one 
ſoule to thy inuifible flock, 
and that for thy ſonne 
Ieſus Chriſt his 
ſake &c. 
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A POST-SCRIPT 


EADER I indge it requiſite to acquaint you with 
two things thereby to prevent the ininry thon may it o- 
therwiſec doe thy ſelfe and mee , The on 7s That I amfarre 
from doubting of the ius diuinum of Tithes, though 1 [xy 
little of tt in this Sermon ; yea ſo farr,as my beleife of it is 
but oxe degree ſhort of his , who made the T enent of the 
Popes being eAnti- ( Drift part of his Creed, 1 hane of PUT 
poſe forborne that Tratt , becauſe 1 finde it already made 
ſmooth and plaine by the happy induſtrie of many a * learned 
pen,when as this other on which I ſhall ſet footing , us toutht 
by few , andthoſe too Obiter rather then de indufiria » The 
other particitl er of which I am to informe theets , That 1 
4:arrell uot Biſhops and Prebendaries enioying of Tithes, ſo 
tht twe things may paſſe for currant truth , the one that 
*n0ſe Bilhaps and Prevendaries are to bee thought to hane 
the cheife charge of thoſe mens ſoules from whome they re« 
::rine Tithes, and mot the Vicars who mdeed ave but their 
Curats, Theother that it were firt they were interdited 
jrom letting, and ſetting their Tithes (efÞecially to Laicks ) 
jor longer ſpace then their owne lives And thu friendly Ren 
der thou haſt my inſide turned outward in the poynt of conſe= 
crated dewetdT hecenſure of which I only ſubmit to that ho- 
1; Sanedrim the houſe of Conuocation as taking that body to 
bee the only competent aud fit aeciſine ind Ce 11 buſincſſe of 
»h:s nature, Farewell, | 
D. E, B, 


* The late 
R, B, of 
Winches 
ſter Moun- 
tegue Nets 
tells Perrort 
9' Iames 
>1wple & 
others, 
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A CATALOGVE OF SVCH QVARES 
as are ſubmitted by the Authox in all due reſpect 
zo the Indgment of the wiſeſt ſonnes of 
Lis mother the Charch, 


1\ Hether Sacriledge may not bee called the 
vV worſhipping of "re, 

2, Whetherthe Sacriledgiſt his loue to tithes 
| beenotworſe Idolatrie, thena Papiſthis praying ci- 
; therto Saint or Angell? 

—. hbcther our foxcfathers , who liued before 
+ Hen,the 8, dayes, might not hauebeen'more aſſured 
of their falyation , though. dying Papiſts, then any 
Puritan Church-robhernow can bee it ſo dying? 

Whether thoſe who labour for a penſjonary 
Clergy are not therein ſecret ynderminers of Ceſars 
throne?Or thus, whether the touching of Gods Prieſts 
by inforced beggery , lead not direRly to the touch» 
ing ot the King by a minoration of his iuſt Prerogas« 
TE? 

Whether the ſcapes and errors of whatſocuer 
faulty ones there bee in the Clergy , may not in part 
bee juſtly lajed ro the charge of Church-robbers, and 
not only tothe tinder-like corruption of hument ne- 
Fare, Ox the figdaine blaſts of Satans cunning tempta- 
tons? 

6. Whether a Patran hath the leaſt couler of 
F reaſon 


reaſon to expethat his Clerke ſhould conſionably 
performe the office ofa Paſtor after he hath enforced 
him to addperiury to Simony , and thatina breath? 

7, Whether it ſtands not with the rule of equall 
proportion , the Patron ſhould take an oath hee nei- 
ther hath or will take any thing, directly or indirectly 
for his Preſentation,as well as the Clerke,hee neither 
hath or will giueany thing? Herein only the ſupreme 
Maieſty being excepted , becauſe ſuchatranſcendent 
as cannot (being once crowned, ) bee put to an oath, 
without great derogation ? - _C 

8, Whether hce may not bee accompted hypo- 
critically partiall who hauing ſeuerall towne ſhips 
and mannors, holds it awfull ro diſcharge his duty in 
thoſe places by his Bailiffs and Rene gatherere,& yer 
will by noe. meanes allow that Diuine to teach a ' 
Flock, by the ſubſtitution of an able Curate whom 
the pinching tyranny of Sacriledge hath enforced to 
accept ofa ſecond Benifice. 7 

9. Whether it bee not apparent by that ofthe 
ſecond to the Corizthians the 11. and the $8. That S. 
Paule tooke Maintenance from on-place whilſt hee 
was reſident in another? 

10, Whether itmay nottruly bee ſaid thelay: 
puritan makes vp a religion of hisowne , whilſt hee is 
not content to- allow his teachermore then the poore 
pittance of Fifty pounds per anmam, thongh cloggd 
with along heauy chaine of domeſtick expences, be- 
ſids the want of bookes, when as not only all ſound 
Proteſtants and Papiits , butlikewiſe M* Cartwrighs, 
with all the iuditious of that ſtamp doeclayme alibe- 


tall 


facrilegiousin withholding oo ranbg Av 
"mc an 
Ticetfome to goodneſſe? 


rall & plentiful entertainment,ſuch a one as where- 
by they may bee able to anſwere the Apoſtles Injun- 


* Aion ofbeing oct louers of Hoſpitality? 


11, Whether in probability the Knoledge of 
Chriſt which is the foundation may not ſooner bee 
loſt through their meanes, whorunne the next way to 
the banniſhing ofall ſolid learning,then by them wha 
labour by learning to vphold theirerrors, _ _. 

12, Whats:the reaſon why they whoagre moſt 


doe 


moſt cry-ont againſt-niucrſality of grace , ar 
13, May itnotbee imagined, they intend here= 


by to '» thare prambangtion ol wiytbinges fame 


L 


charge of God, becauſehee giues them not wills oa 
bandon ſo {weet a Darling Ganymeatd(inne, 
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@«... .v allow his reachermo?er. 
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